Let 


7 


, 


ISTIAN SEORBTAR 


1G 9 


— 2s 


aaa — 


PUBLISHED Bi 


PHILEMON CANFIELD, CENTRAL ROW, HARTFORD, FOR THE CONNECTICUT BAPTIST CONVENTION. 


= 
= 


‘‘WHAT THOU SEEST, WRITE—AND SEND UNTO THE— CHURCHES.” 


MONDAY MORNING, JANUARY 2, 1826. 


re ee 


No. 49. 


CONDITIONS. 

The Christian Secretary ts published every 
Moaday morniag, at Central Row, six rods 
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year, if paid in three months from the time of 
subscribing, if not an addition of 50 cents, ex- 
cept where there ts a special agreement other- 
wise.—\2 Postage paid hy subscribers. 

The profits of this paper are, by the Conven- 
tion, held sacred to the cause of Missions. 
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will be made to Agents who receive and pay 
for five or more copies. 
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for one year, unless there ts a special agree 
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names to this office. 
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Sditor ofthe Caristian Secretary —PosT 


the 
PAID. . 
*,* Advertisements inserted at the usual 
prices. 
Ne ee Oe eebtnpniemmmns 


From the American Baptist Magazine. 
Inctract of a letter from the Rev. J. M. 

Peck, to the Secretury of the Baptist Mis- 

sionary Society of Mussachusetts. 

Str. Lovis, Sept. 12, 1825. 
Rey. anp DEAR Broruer. 

lL is several months since my last com- 
munication to you, but | have not been 
idle. Much of my time has been occupt- 
ed in the agency departmentof the Ameri- 
can Bible Society :—the remainder ip 
Sunday school and missionary matters, 
during which I have ridden over 18 coun- 
ties in Missouri, 24 in Ulinois, and 9 in 
Indiana, inwhich I have formed 18 new 
Auxiliary or Branch Bible Societies, re- 
organized 3 that had fallen through, and 
visited and ievived several others that 
required attention, besides forming a num- 
ber of Sabbath School Societies, &c. &c. 
‘here are now 43 Auxiliary and Branch 
Bible Societies in successful and increas- 
ing operation, in Missouri and Illinois, 
and more than one hundred Sabbath 
Schools, in which about 3000 children 
and youth are learning the word of God, 
‘which is able to make them wise unto 
salvation, through faith in Christ Jesus ”’ 
The Sunday School and Bible systems 
ure getting a faster hold on the affections 
of the public every week, and I am confi- 
dent of not misrepresenting facts, when | 
afirm that the Bible is read six times 
more in these States, than it was six years 
since. Revivals of religion prevail to an 
encouraging extent. In White County, 
Illinois, towards Shawneetown, in July, | 
witnessed a very solemn and impressive 
scene—18 young persons ina meeting 
under most serious convictions. This 
was in a settlement under the labours of 
the Rey. Mr. Spillman, a young Presby 
terian Clergyman. In a Baptist Society 
not far distant, several were inquiring the 
way to Zion. While absent in the Wa- 
bash Country, during the months of July 
and August, in which I rode 950 miles, a 
powerful excitement was produced in St. 
Clair County ; and on my return I found 
several of my neighbours, and many more 
farther distant, had professed religion and 
united with the Methodist Society. In 
the northeastern part of Iilinots, an en- 
couraging revival of religion has prevail 
ed, chiefly among the Presbyterians ; and 
while on my route in Indiana, between 
the forks of White River, | received the 
animating intelligence trom a respectable 
Baptist preacher, that within a year, he 
had baptized upwards of 100 converts in 
Davies’ and Martin counties, chiefly the 
fruits of his own labours. Lately, in the 
western part of St. Louis county and the 
next county adjoining, more than 60 have 
professed to experience religion at three 
Camp Meetings, among the Cumberland 
Presbyterians ; and from the north side of 
Missouri, | learn that three Baptist preach- 
ers, a father, son, and son-in-law, have 
been much engaged in preaching, and 
have baptized about 100 persons within 
31x months past. 

While in Indiana, I saw and became ac- 
quainted with the Rev. I 
conversed freely with him as to Missiona 
ry labours, and the region around Fort 
Wayne. From others [ learn that Fort 
Wayne is a desirable field of labour,—that 
new settlements have been planted the 
whole length of the Wabash to its upper 
branches,—that the citizens about the site 
of the old Fort, were very desirous that 
Mr. should settle with them,— 
that all. the northern part of Indiana, 
which, when I arrived in the western 
country, was an entire wilderness for 
more than one hundred miles in extent, is 
now rapidly settling, and much of it quite 

destitute of the Gospel,—that here, (and 


‘indeed throughout the State) is a most 
|promising field for Sunday Schools: and 


| Bible efforts,—and that Mr. is de- 
sirous of doing what he can in promoting 
these institutions. In our friendly con- 
versations, I felt satisfied that he posses 
sed a reat Missiona y spirit,,—that he is 
willing to make earthly sacrifices for the 
cause, and, in short, that he is a man cal- 
culated to do good to the souls of men. 

By areference to the ratio of increase 
jin population in the United States, and 
particularly the western states, for fifty 
years past, and connecting the results 
with the fact, that there is but little mor 
new Territory to be run over, which ad 
mits of immediate settlement, and that the 
western states already formed, must now 
ilup with inhabitants, the conclusion is 
reasonable that in 1875—that is, balf a 
century hence, and within the reach of 
many now born, the States of Missouri 
and {Hinots will contain not less than 
3,500,000 soels. Uf Indiana be added, 
which will then contain two millions, the 
aggregate is 5,.00,000, more than half the 
amount of the present number of white 
population in the United States. 

Sutto keep only Missouri and [linois 
in mind, it would be obvious to one whu 
contemplates the secret springs, and silent 
movements that give origin to national 
character and public manuers, that the 
character of the preaching, the doctrines 
exhibited, the customs formed, the man 
ners introduced, the schools, the Sanday 
Schools, Bible Societies, and every pub- 
lic and private -effort, whether good or 
bad, for the first ten years, will give a gen- 
eral character to the population 50 years 
hence. For four years past, from vart- 
ous causes, there has been but little emi- 
gration comparatively speaking, to this 
country, and business has been greatly 
retarded ; but now emigration begins to 
flow into these States, and in about ten 
years from this, a general character as to 
religion, morals, and information, will be 
formed ; consequently, what is done must 
be done immediately. 

1 remain, as ever, most sincerely yours, 
&e. J. M. Pec. 


ANOTHER LETTER FROM MR. 
PECK. 
St. Louis County, Sept. 13, 1825. 


Rev. AND DEAR BroTHer, 

While pursuing the train of thought | 
entered upon in my letter of yesterday, | 
beg leave to call your attention to my 
communications from this country for 
three years, which, if they do not contain 
a connected, will, at least, give you an 
accurate statement of facts, as they exist 
in relation to religion in general, and to 
the prospects of the Baptist Society in 
particular. You will perceive, that for 
two years past, my efforts have been di- 
rected,.in a general way, to the interests 
of religion, and particularly to a complete 
system of Bible Societies and Sunday 
School labours ; the one, to furnish every 
family and individual with the word of 
God, and by producing an influence in 
each County, to awaken a disposition to 
read, believe, love, and to obey the sa- 
cred volume :—the other, to provide a 
system of religious, and especially bibli- 
cal instruction, for the children, and thus 
prepare, as it were, a new race of beings 
to form the basis of population in the next 
age. And I doubt not but you will unite 
with me in thankfulness to the parent of 
mercies, that these two’ grand objects, at 
least as toa system of means, are in a fair 
way to be realized. From the same 
source you have learned, that some incip 
ient measures bave been adopted to bring 
about a system of itinerant preaching 
amongst the Baptist Society. Conid | 
exhibit hefore you as on a map, 28 Coun- 
ties in Missouri, and 37 in Ilhnois, over 
which the 160,000 souls of the two states 
are dispersed, and through which the 43 
Bible Societies, and more than 100 Sab- 
bath Schools, are planted, and then give 
you a just description of the great want of 
ministers, your heart would be deeply af- 
fected. Ofall the plans that have passed 
in review before me, uone have combined 
so mach simplicity, economy, system, and 
energy, und appeared so well adapted to 
answer all purposes, as the circuit system 
in its prominent features. To fill up the 
counties of Missouri and Illinois with such 
circuits, over which an active and zealous 
preacher of the Gospel, might ride oace 
each month, would require 20 missiona- 
ries. ‘These would visit all the church- 
es, form new ones, preach in every prin- 
cipal settlement that is not otherwise sup- 
pled, keep their eyes upon every Sun- 
day School, and frequently address the 
children, keep up and enlarge the Bible 
Societies, and by prudent and proper mea- 
sures, turn the influence of all these insti- 


ject it revealed ; freqaent reference be 


of the people. 


the last of 1826. 
at the idea: ‘**2Q missionaries !”’ 


ionary!” It may -be so; 


the same inference ? 
mon of the excellent Dr. Carey—* Ex 


Divine Providence, im the progress of 
things. 

Should my plans succeed, and other 
circumstances admit, upon my return, I 


Louis ; and while I strive by helping the 


will direct my labours more exclusively 
to the interest of the Society in that im- 
portant city, which I have been compel 

led to neglect in part for some time past. 
ihere | will labour, under the encoura- 
ging conviction, that from St. Louis, in a 
few years hence, the Gospel will again 
sound forth, and along what we here call 
the ‘“‘western road,’ now surveying 
across the boundless prairies, the mission- 
aries will travel to visit and cheer the 
cities of San Miguel, Santa Fee, Ciihua- 
hua, (pronounced She’wawa,) and all the 
northern provinces of the Mexican re 

public, where I have already sevt Span 

ish Testaments, as the forerunners of a 
preached Gospel. 

With continued and lasting respect, | 
remain yours, in Gospel bonds, 

J. M. Peck. 


—<>»—- 
The following highly interesting remarks 


are extracted from an address delivered by 


the purpose of forming a young Men’s Branch 
of the New-York Religious Tract Society, 
and were published by consent. for the bene- 
ft uf the cause. We would gladly give the 
whole of this, and a similar address, deliver- 
ered by the Rev. Sutherland Douglass at the 
same time, did our limits permit. The ad- 
dresses were published in the New-York 
Observer. The facts stated, and arguments 
adduced, should not only encourage those who 
are already engaged in these exalted enter 
prizes, for the salvation of men, but should 
decide the doubting, and arouse the indiffer- 
ent, to join with heart and hand, in the good 
work, and to do with their might, what their 


tutions for the good of immortal souls, at 
least so fur as God shall open the hearts 
My plaa now is, to have 
30 missionaries employed in thia field by 
I fancy I see you smile 
sily 
you: **Why the man is a complete vis- 


wma 


heart of the sinner. 


so we, fromthe pride of onr hearts, de 


vade every part of our habitable globe. 


lof their abundance. 


| 


labours. 


janticipated hy this Society ; 
the worldly-minded may seek their hap 


blocks in the way of many who wonld 
otherwise come to our assistance. But 
let us not be alarmed. 
light will only act as wisely in the forma- 
tion and execution of their plains, as the 
children of this worla, we shall yet see 
wonders accomplished. The Grand Erte 


great to be completed, but difficulties, 
though foreseen, cid not appal its friends 
Eight years ago their fears were many, 
but now their hearts beat with joy. 
few years hence, on the bosom of that 


stream, which shall flow from the fountain 


the Rev Mr. Chester, ata meeting held for| you this day open, shall be borne in the 


ark of safety, mapy a ransomed sinner, 
who, eniiched with the graces of the Ho 
ly Spirit, shall enter a new port, even the 

ew Jerncalom where a gloriows cele- 
bration will take place, at which will be 
present kings and priests unto God, from 
every kindred and people, and nation un- 
der the whole heaven, great multitude 
which no man can number, and compared 
with which all the boast of mortals is bat 
empty breath. 

To all then who have enlisted in the 
enterprize of benevolence, | would say, 
let nothing abate your zeal, but go on in 
the noble undertaking You are now 
laying the foundation of a spiritual tem- 


hands find to do while the day lasts. 


Probably some who now hear me have, | 
recently read of the effects produced by | 
a Tract entitled ** Serious Thoughts on | 
Eternity.”’ It found its way into the shop | 
of an influential manufacturer, residing to 
a community thoroughly popish. The 
novel appearance of this little visiter in 
duced him to give his attention to the sub- 


ing rade to the New Testament; with 
great difficulty he procured a copy, and 
hy searching the book of God, he found 
the pear! of great price—the one thing 
needful. Having his eyes opened anda 
lamp to his feet, he began to walk in the 
narrow path, and by his good works to 
give evidence of his faith in Jesus. He 
circulated eleven hund-ed New Testa 

ments, distributed gs veral thousand 
Tracts, was the means cf awakening sev- 
eral of his friends to the concerns of 
their souls, among whom were two Po 

pish priests, who likehimself began at 
once to go about doing good. What will 
he the effects of these labours of love, 
eternity can only disclose ; but, when we 
shall see at the bar of God thousands res- 
cued from error and superstition, an 
brought into the liberty of the people of 
God, the cause of so glorious an acces 

sion to the kingdom of the Redeemer, 
may be traced back to the perusal of a 
single ‘Tract. 

Tracts, itis true, are little things ; but 
like the little lever, they may put in mo- 
tion much that will enrich and bless. 
Having faith and prayer for their prop, 
aud that resting on Christ Jesus, the sin- 
ner debased by crime, may be raised from 
the horrible pit and the njy clay, and 
exalted to the bosom of G,j.  Archim- 
edes wanted only a resting place for a 
falcrum to have moved a wajg  Sucha 
foundation we have revealed \, the Gos- 
pel. tis the Rock of Ages. pied on 
Jehovah—Jesus, truth will rai, 5 world 
of God’s dear people from thes, oths of 
sin and misery to the joys of hea, 

Tracts have been compared to thers, 


and they are not unlike the fea tap 


ple, every apartment of which shall be 
filled with those who shall sing the song of 
the victor, ascribing praise tothe Lamb 
that was slain, and shouting glory to God 
in the highest. The voice of God to you 
now is, ‘* Go forward,” though mountains 
of difficuliies may be on your right hand 
and on your left, though you have ene- 
mies innumerable behind you, though a 
sea of trouble is before yuu, no sooner 
shall you raise your feet to plant them on 
the mighty deep than the waters shall 
open before you, the very element that 
excited yonr fear shall become a crystal 
wall for your protectiow, and in the path 
of duty you shall reach the shore in safe- 
ty and in triumph. 
—> a— 
ELOQUENCE OF FRENCH 
PREACHERS. 

In 1751, M. Bridaine preached inthe 
church of St. Sulpice, at Paris. His re- 
nown had preceded him ; and the temple 
was filled with the highest dignitaries of 
the church and state, decorated with the 
various insignia of their ranks and orders. 
The venerable man ascended the pulpit, 
cast a look of indignation and pity on his 
audience, remained in silence for some 
moments, and then began his sermon in 
these words :—‘‘In the presence of an 
audience of a kind so new to me, it might, 
my brethren, be thought, that I should 
not open my mouth, without entreating 
your indulgence to a poor missionary. 
who does not possess any one of the tal 
ents, which you are pleased to require 
from those, who address you on the sal- 
vation of your souls. My feelings are ve 
ry different. May God forbid, that any 
minister of the Gospel shall ever think he 
owes an apology for preaching Gospel 
truths to you ; for, whoever you are, you, 
like myself, are sinners, in the judgment 
of God. ‘Tillthis day, I have published 
the judgments of the Most High in tem- 
ples roofed with straw : I have preached 
the rigours of penance to an audience, 
most of whom wanted bread. ! have pro- 
claimed, to the simple inhabitants of the 
village, the most terrible truths of reli- 


unerring certainty ; the traths of God's | 
word, connected with thee litle messen- | friends of my God. 
gers, are carried home wiih power to the ;sternation and wo into simple and honest 


sire to do good only ina splendid manner 
Recollect the ser. | butas he must ga and wash seven times in 
Jordan, to be healed by the mere applica- 
pect great things— Attempt creat things.” | ton of water, so if we would be the in- | threatens you, and the great God, who is 
And though our expectations sometimes | struments of imparting health to souls 
may be the resuit of a vain, visionary, and | that are wfilicted with the leprosy of sin, 
self-sufficient mind, yet, in many instan- | we must not only be willing, but rejoice 
ces, they lag behind the movements of | to doit, by means as siinple as the circu-|every kind, which God has heaped on 
{lation of Religions ‘Tracts. 
like the air we breathe, they could per- 


Would, that 


If the children of 


So a) 


' 4 ae « - etait a see 2 ceusuieemnmmeeneeeeeel 
pended to thé shaft, which guides it with giun.—Unhappy man !—what have | 


s'done ?—I have afflicted the poor, the best 
I have carried con- 


bosoms, which 1 ought rather to bave 


The means of doing good, however soothed and comforted. 
trifling they may appear, are not to be| 
bnt suppose joverlooked nor despised. 
that two years since [I had talked®abont 43 | preferred to be healed ina princely style, | 
Bible Societivs, and 120 Sanday Schools 
in these States, would yon not have drawn 


Bat here !—where my eyes fall on the 


As Naaman ‘great, on the rich, on the oppressors of 


suffering hamanity, or on bold and harden- 


- ed sinners ; it is here,—in the midst of 


, these scandals, —that | ought to make the 
holy word resound in all its thunders, 
and place on one side of me, death that 


to judge us all. Tremble before me, ye 
proud, disdaintul men, who listen to me! 
fremble! for tne abuse of favours of 


you! ‘Think on the certainty of death : 
(the uncertainty of its hour: how terrible 
jitwillbe to.you! ‘Think on final impen- 


The widow with her two mites, was itence,—on the last judgment,—on the 
have some thoughts of fixing myself in St. | more acceptable than many who cast in smtall number of the elect, and, above all, 
tler example has | think on eternity! 
others to keep up the itinerant system, I | been followed by Penny Societies, which jects upon which ! shall discourse to you, 
have reaped abundantly the fruit of their 


These are the sub- 


and which, with the feelings [ have men- 
‘tioned, f ought to unfeld to you in all their 


Diiliculties, | am well aware, must be! terrors.” 
and what | 
good work is not attended with difficulty? of M. Bridaine, and has inserted at the 
Infidels may ridicnle our humble efforts, 


The Abbe Caron bas published the life 


end ot it asermon preached by bim in one 
‘of his missions. I{t 1s difficult to read it 


piness frem a more flattering quarter, and without being affected, or, perceiving the 
faithless professors may throw stumbling | uwppressions it would bave, when deliver- 


‘ed by the missionary preacher, with his 
‘known voice and gesture. A person, who 
attended the mission performed by him at 
Baguole, wrote thus ina letter published 
‘at the end of the Abbe’s work, of the ef- 
fect of one of the sermons preached by 
Bridaime on that occasion. *‘* At the end 


Canal, when commenced, seemed too! of his sermon upon hell, he repeated 


‘thrice in atone ot voice, which fell like 
thunder on his audience,—O Evegrniry ! 
At the third repetition of it, the auditors 
were so much affected, that they all re- 
mained motionless. 

“Their grief for their sins was so pro- 
| foun, that, during the three days which 
immediately followed the mission, all the 
town remained in consternation and 
mournfulsience. Inthe streets and pub- 
lic places, young and old were seen lift- 
ing their eyes and bands to heaven, and 
crying aloud, Mercy! O Lorp, Mercy !”” 
— Buller’s Reminiscences. 


THE WALDENSES. 


There are now living in the valleys of 
Piedmont, called Luzenda, Perosa, and 
San Matino, about eighteen thousand Vau- 
dois, the remainder of the Waldenses and 
Albigenses, who bave in the midst of Po- 
pish darkness, enjoyed the light of truth, 
and, though surrounded by the demons of 
persecution, have nobly detied all their 
rage and cruelty. These, like the tamed 
7000 of Old Testaznent record, have nev- 
er bowed the knee to Baal; and among 
them have been numbers, who have uni- 
ted the Protestant faith with a corraepond- 
ing walk and conversation. From France 
and Sardinia they have endured thirty- 
two persecutions, in which the furnace 
seemed to have been heated, with a de- 
sign to extirpate their whole race; and 
nothing bas saved them from their fury, 
but the almost miraculous care of the Al- 
mighty, connected with their own union 
and courage in their mountanous, intri- 
cate, and impregnable fastnesses, whither 
they have fled for shelter. Thousands 
of them have suffered martyrdom, and 
shown their inflexible attachment to the 
cause of the Redeemer ; while like him, 
these peaceable people invoked with 
their dying breath, forgiveness for their 
enemies. 

When Piedmont was under the late 
government of France, the Vaudois were 
put in full possession of all the privileges, 
common to other subjects; but on the 
restoration cf the Bourbons, in the year 
1814, they were again united to Sardin- 
ia; and, though they never murmur, they 
are subjected to the most grievous re- 
strictions. -They cannot, (for instance) 
purchase lands out of the confined limits 
assigned them ; they are obliged to desist 
from work, under the penalty of fine or 
imprisonment, on the Roman Catholic 
festivals, which are almost perpetual; 
they are forbidden to exercise the profes- 
sions of physician, surgeon, or lawyer; 
and these people, together with their 
ministers, are compelled to serve as pri- 
vate soldiers, without the possibility of 
advancement. All religious books are 
prohibited, except the Bible, which is 
subject- to such a high duty as almost to 
place it beyond theirreach. Schoolsare, 
indeed, allowed on the old system; but 
on Bell’s and Lancaster's system they are 
prohibited. The Scriptures and Cate- 
chisms have sometimes been circulated 
among the Vandois leaf by leaf, as the ou- 
ly means of obtaining a perusal of their 


t 


194 ' yr a 
pages. Whey aré got allowed to multi-| 
ply their'plages of worship, though they 
may rebuild and enlarge their old ones. 

in the time of Oliver Cromwell, col- 
Jections were made throughout England, 
on behalf of Vaudois, amounting to /. 38,- 
241, 10s. 6d.; which after affording them 
considerable relief, left a fund of J. 16,- 
333, 10s. 3d.; which Charles the sec- 
ond, on his restoration, used for his own 
purposes, assigning as a reason, that he 
was not bound by any of the engagements 
of an usurper and a tyrant. William and 
Miiry restored the pension ; but during 
the reign of Napoleon, the British Gov- 
ernment, from political motives withheld 
it, and the Vaudois pastors, (thirteen in 
number,) are for the most part living in a 
state of poverty- 

Efforts are now making to recover this 
lost aid, and thereby enable the pastors to 
surmount their difficulties, to assist in the 
establishment of schools, and the educa- 
tion of their ministers, and especially in 
building a hospital among them. His Ma- 
jesty George the Fourth has presented 
them with 100 guineas. Several of the 
Protestant States on the Continent, are 
inreresting themselves for these suffering 
people ; and it is hoped that a favourable 
moment has arrived, for the relief of the 
oppressed Vaudois. The valleys have 
lately been visited by some English cler- 

men, who have taken a lively interest 
n the fate of their inhabitants. 

A highly respectable committee has 
been formed in London, to promote sub- 
scriptions for the Waldenses, and to man- 
age the fund raising for them in the Uni- 
ted Kingdom.—£ng. Mag. 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN SECRETARY. 

To the Baptist Churches in Connecticut. 
Beloved Brethren—In our remarks on 
the expediency of reorganizing the Con- 
vention, published in the last No. of the 
Secretary, a hint was given of the men- 
ner in which it might be done with ad- 


vantage to ourselves, and the cause of 


missions. We wish, now, to submit for 
consideration the following 
GENERAL PLAN. 

‘“¢ Two kinds of societies are needed— 
one large, the other small ; the larger to 
include the smaller. The large socte- 
ties are designed for counties. ‘They are 
to be immediately auxi‘iary to the Bap- 
tist Missionary Convention in Connecti- 


proceedings, and conduct the correspon- 
dence of the Executive Committee of the 
Society. 

8. The Treasurer shall receive all mo- 
neys, &c. designed for the use of the So- 
ciety, and pay them out at the order of 
the Executive Committee. 

Art. 9. Thereshal! be an annual meeting 
of the Society on the day of 

when the accounts of the Treasurer, pro- 
perly audited, shall be presented ; the 
proceedings of the past year reported, & 
the other business of the Society trans. 
acted. ‘There shall also be a sermon 
preached ; and such other religious exer- 
cises as may be suited to the occasion. 
Art. 10. A copy of the Constitution, | 
authenticated by the Secretary. with the | 


al Reports, shall be transmitted to the Se- 


FORM OF A PRIMARY SOCIETY. 

The Constitution of the Society connected 

with the Baptist Church in the town of 
auxiliary to the Convention of Buptist 
Churches in the State of Connecticul. 
Art. 1. The object of this Society is to 
aid with their contributions, the funds of 
the Convention in supplying the Charch- 
es with the regular ministry of the word, 
and ordinances of the gospel, and other 
objects connected with the Convention. 

“rt. 2. All persons contributing annu- 
ally, not less than one cent a week, shall 
be members of the Society; all Jarger 
donations will be thankfully received and 
faithfully applied according to the donor’s 
wish : all subscriptions to be made for 
one year. 

Art. 3. There shall be elected annual- 
ly, a President, vice President, Secreta- 
ry, and Treasurer, and as many Collect- 
ors, as shall be thought expedient. 

rt. 4. The four principal officers 
shall perform the following duties: The 
President, andin  —_ absence, the vice 
President shall preside in all meetings of 
the Society, and shall have power to calli 
special meetings at pleasure. 

The Secretary shall keep the records, 
and manage the correspondence. 

The Treasurer shall take charge of the 
moneys collected, and after deducting the 
incidental expenses, shall transmit the 
same to the Treasurer of the Convention 
of the Baptist Churches in this state, on 
or before the Anoual Meeting of the Con- 


cut, and should be denominated County 
Societies. The smaller societies are «de- 
signed for towns, parishes, or churches. 
These are to be immediately auxiliary to 
the County Societies, and should be de- 
nominated Primary Societies.’ (Or, 
should it be thought more proper, each 
County Society may be composed of de 
legates from the churches within the 
county.) ‘ The County Societies are to 
be the medium of communication between 
the Primary Societies, or Churches, and 
the Convention. It seems expedient that 
every town or church, have two Primary 
Societies—one for males, the other for 
females. By this arrangement, greater 
funds will, in most places, be obtained, and 
in the manner least objectionable.” 
Should a plan like this be adopted, it will, 
we trust, soon call into action the wisdom, 
zeal, and strength of the denomination, 
which may be easily concentrated in a 
Convention formed by delegates sent from 
the County Societies. 


FORM OF A CONSTITUTION 
For a County Missionary Society. 

Art. 1. This Society shall be compos- 
ed of delegates from Churches Aud Pri- 
mary Societies, in the County of 
which she!] annually pay dollars, 
and also of individuals who shall annually 
pay into its Treasary ; and 
hsall be called the Baptist Society of 
Should Missionary Societies be formed in 
the several counties in the state, and the 
Convention be composed of their dele 
gates, this Society sball be auxiliary to the 
Convention. 

Art. 2. The object of this Society 
shall be to assist destitute Baptist church- 
es and congregations in this connty, in 
supporting the stated preaching of the 
gospel ; and in any other way to promote 
the spread of evangelical religion. 

Art. 3. Should any persons be disposed 
to contribute money, clothing, or any oth 
er article to assist in the education of in- 
digent, pious young men called to the gos 


pel ministry ; to aid Indian Missions, or 


Schools, or Foreign Missions, it shall be 


the pleasure of this Society faithfully to 


transmit the same according to the wish- 
es of the donors. 

Art. 4. 
shall be, a President. vice President, Se- 


cretary, Treasurer, and seven Trustees, 
who together shall form an Executive 
Committee, five of whom shall be a quo- 


Tum. 


Art. 5. Itshall be the duty of the Ex- 


ecutive Committee to adopt the most en- 


ergelic measures in their power to ac- 


complish the object of the Society, espe- 


cially the deputing some of their number 


to attend the meetings of the Primary So. 
cieties—and, in general, to excite in the 
use of all suitable means, a powerful in- 
terest in favour of the missionary cause. 
Art. 6. The Executive Committee shall 


have power to call special meetings of 


the Society. 
Art. 7. The Secretary shall record the 


vention in June. The officers above 
named shall constitute an Executive Com- 
mittee to manage the business of the So- 
ciety, not otherwise appropriated by the 
articles of this Constitution. 


Irt. 5. The business of the Collectors 
is to obtain funde. And, to do this most 


effectually, they shall, as soon as possible 
after their election, have a meeting, at 
which they shall elect a Moderator, and 


period, when but little time is left us to| 
work, with the coldness of infidelity, re- 
pel every solicitation for our patronage, 
and decline taking a part in the advance- 
ment of the cause, on whose prosperity 
heaven ts filled with joy. 
1 Member of the Convention. 

OCC CR EY OMT SFR EL, PSD 

CHRISTIAN SECRETARY. — 


Hartrorp, Monpay, JANUARY 2, 1826. 


** Behold, thou hast made my days as an 
hand breadth: and mine age is aS nothing be- 
fore thee.” Psalm 32. 5. 


The year 1825 is passed away forever. The 
opening of the new year, with which we are 
now greeted, calls for our respectful saluta- 
tions, and best wishes to be presented to our 


names and residence of the officers annu- | readers, and friends in general. And in view 
ally elected, and also a copy of the Annu- | of the rapid and uowearied flight of the years 


of our life, with what more appropriate and 


cretary of the Board of the Convention. | .oyomn portion of the word of God, can we 


‘meet the opening year, than the words at the 


| head of this article? The sacred writer evi- 
deutiy felt the dread of the Almighty upon 
| him, and the excellency of God filled him with 
/reverence. On his own part, he could find 
only a being whose earthly existence was but 
of yesterday, in duration but momentary at 
| most, and that the case could not be altered 
‘for the better; for if long life was to be con- 
sidered a favour, and an object most desirable, 
‘to that life God had set metes and bounds; 
'* Thou hast made my days as an hand 
breadth.” He saw before hima barrier which 
he might not, he could not pass. On the other 
hand, the eternity of God struck him with 
awe; and iu comparison with Ais infinite du- 
ration, theage of man was as nothing. Reader, 
, we may not here enlarge upon the momen- 
|tous truths we have quoted from the Scrip- 
| tures, but this we may, and must say, you and 
L are like David, creatures of the same God, 
| possessing the same sioful nature, subject to 
| the same changes, liable to the same penalties 
‘for sin, and hastening to the presence and 
judgment seat of the searcher of hearts. And 
do we consider with what astonishing swiftness 
| our years succeed each other, open and close, 
begin and end? It seems but a moment of 
‘time since the last New Year's greetings were 
beard; and yet, alas! what multitudes of our 
fellow men have, within the narrow compass 
of the year, been removed from a probation- 
ary, to a fixed and unalterable condition, in 
| the world to come. 
| We must soon follow them to our final ac- 
count; and it becomes us with great serious- 
| ness to enquire of conscience, what progress 
| we have made in preparing for that important 
|event. Reader, are youa professed follower 


of the meek and lowly Lamb of God ?—How 
bave you followed him the year now ended, 


and with what resolutions do you enter upon 
the new year? Have you done all in your 


CHRISTIAN SECRETARY. 


the respective Statés, and secure to them a 

just distribution of the benefits resulting 

from. all appropriations made for that pur- 
” 


On motion of Mr. Robbins, it was 

« Resolved, That so much of the President’s 
Message as relates to a National University, 
be referred to a Select committee, to con- 
sist of ——— members; that said committee 
be instructed to report upon the expedien- 
cy of such an institution, and if deemed by 
them expedient, to report the —e op 
which it ought to be established, and a plao 
of organization that will embody those princi- 
les. 
: The resolution of Mr. Dickerson, pre- 
sented yesterday, was taken up, and referred 
to ,the Select Committee on amending the 
Constitution; and the Senmate adjourned to 
Thursday. 

On Thursday two or three resolutions, sub- 
mitted the previous day, were adopted, and 
the bills of which notice had been given, were 
introduced and read. Amongst the new bu- 
siness proposed, was a resolution by Mr. Ea- 
ton, calling on the Secretary of War for in- 
formation as to the disbursement of the appro- 
priation for clearing the Mississippi and Ohio 
Rivers of snags, &c. Mr. Tazewell of Vir- 
ginia, whose arrival had hitherto been delay- 
ed by indisposition, took bis seat in the Senate 
to-day. 

—_— > 


HOUSE. 
December 19—23. 

On Monday, Mr. Gurley, of Louisiana, 
appeared, was sworn, and took his seat. 

Petitions were presented by different gen. 
tlemen, and severally referred. 

Mr. Williams, from the committee of 
Claims, made an unfavourable report on the 
petition of the late Spanish officers and indi- 
vidual Spanish inbabitants of Florida; which 
was laid on the table. 

Mr. Webster, of Mass. offered the following 
resolution : 

** Resolved, That it is expedient to provide 
by law for the examination, and survey of the 
Peninsula of Florida, for the purpose of ascer 
taining whether it be practicable to unite the 
Atlantic Ocean and the Gulf of Mexico by a 
Ship Canal, to run from the neighbourhood of 
St. Augustine, or from the mouth of St. John’s 
river, on the Atlantic coast, to the neighbour- 
hood of the mouth of the Suwanny river in 
the Gulf of Mexico. 

This resolution, after some remarks by 
Mr. Webster, was, at his request, laid on the 
table. 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, of Penn. it 
was 

“ Resolved, That the Committee on the 
District of Colombia, be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of establishing, in the 
said District, a Territorial Government, with 
such Legislative powers as the prosperity of 
the District may require, and Congres may 
have authority underthe Constitution tocon 
for 

Mr. Livingston, of Ha. called up the 
Resoluwon oficred by him some days ago on 
the subject of unclaimed dividends of Unit- 
ed States Stock, which proposes to call on 
the Secretary of the Treasury fora detailed 
account of unclaimed dividends on United 
States’ Stock, &c. After considerable dis- 
cussion of the subject, the resolution was 
referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

On Tucedey covorul potitions were pre- 
sented, and business of a local nature acted 
on. 

The resolution offered yesterday by Mr. 
Forsyth, calling on the President for copies of 


The officers of the Society 


power for the good of your own soul, — 
salvation of others, during the year? or have 
you let your time run to waste, been sluggish 
and imactive, vain and worldly in your conver- 
sation and pursuits, and added another year of 


vide the town (parish or district) into a| guilt toan account soon to be presented in aw- 
suitable number of territorial districts ; | ful solemnity, for the scrutiny of that God, who 
and shall then agree upon the individuals | will not be mocked? Let us tremble lest a 
to whom, or the districts of territory in| promise being left us of entering into this rest, 
which, each Collector shall make solici- | any of us should seem to come short of it. We 
tation. The assignments thus made, shall | speak thus plainly from a sense of duty, for it 
be ‘ecorded by the Secretary of the Col- | i, the object of those who conduct this paper, 
lectors. | to promote piety in the hearts of our readers . 


Art. 6. The Annual Meeting of the So- and ifin any case we hare erred in the choice 


ciety shall be held on the 24d Monday of | ; 
May, and shall he opened with silat of means, we hopete. fad mercy with God, - 
At this meeting, the Report of the Trea- | frbearaneh Heanely rem. SRS 
|surer shall be presented, and shall be au- | ¥¢ Would say, that, feeling the weight of the 


Secretary ; and shall agree upon their 
course of operations for the year. They 
shall either obtain a list of all persons 
within the limits of the Society of whom 
it shall be expedient to solicit, or shall di- 


; 


dited by a committee chosen for that pur- | responsibility resting upon us, and our need 


pose; a joint Report of the Executive | of mach of that wisdom which is from above, 
| 


Committee, and of the Colleciors, shall be | 29d grace to qualify us for the laborious da- 
nade through the medium of the Secreta- | ties before us, we ask the prayers of all the 
ry of the Society (a copy of which Re- | friends of Zion in our bebalf, that our labour 
port shall be forwarded’ by the delegates | may not be in vain 

from the Church to the Convention, at | emacs: 


'the annual meeting. The officers and col- General Kutelligence. 

lectors for the ensuing year shall be cho- | — 

sen, & such other business & services at- | CONGRESSIONAL. 

tended to, as shall be deemed expedient. | SENATE. 
December 19—23. 


It will probably be found expedient. to . ; 
have a sare or addresses he an | | On mening the Sepewste anes Cones 
; 50a! | tees were announced as having been appoint- 
orimng, 3 ed by the Chair, pursuant to the resolutions 
Further comments on this plan are un- | adopted on Thursday last ; 
necessary. “ it is simple, and easily an- | On Amending the Constitution.—-Messrs. 


“99 ‘ . r, 
derstood. And, brethren, if any thing | pe of K na ys ed White 
more need be said to secure your co-ope- Findlar. oe ey yne, ’ ’ 


ration, in the missionary enterprise, we 
refer you to the anwearied labours of 
christians in every country—especially to | 
the example set us by our brethren in N. 
York and Massachusetts. Read the ac- 
count of their doings, lately published, — 
You will see they abound in the work of 
the Lord—ready to spend and be spent. 
Go ye and do likewise. But if that is not 
sufficient to provoke you 10 emulation, we 
would present an argument which should 
never fail of success with a professed 
Christian. ¢ For ye know the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. that though he was rich, 
yet for your sakes he hecame poor, that ye 
through his poverty might be rich. Thus 
Paul addressed the Corinthians whom he 
wished to engage in the work of benevo- 
lence. Let this irresistible appeal which 
he now makes to our hearts, arouse us 
from our slothfulness, to labour for the 
Spiritual good of those to whom God has 
made us debtors by putting into our hands 
the means of seoding them the blessed 
gospel. Since we ought to have been 
forward years ago, let us not, at this late 


On ihe Organization of the Executive De- 
partments.—Messrs. Seymour, Bell, Rowan, 
Branch, Cobb. 

Petitions were presented by different gen- 
tlemen, and severally referred. 

Mr. Dickerson of New-Jersey introduced 
a resolution proposing to submit to the States 
the following at®endment to the Constitu- 
tion—** No person who shall have been elec- 
ted President of the United States a se- 
cond time, shall jagain be eligible to that 
office.” 

Several other resolutions were submitted, 
and then the Segate proceeded to the consid- 
eration of Mr. /Kane’s resol:tion, relative to 
the erection /f a Monument to General 
Washington, god agreed threto. 

Op Tuesd7, after several subjects of lo- 
cal concern/were acted on, Mr Van Buren 
submitted ty following motion for considera- 
tion : 

* Resolgd, That Congress does not possess 
the power‘o make Roads and Canals withio 
the respeciive States. 

“ Resoved, That a Select Committee be 
appeinte:, with instructions to prepare and 
report: Joint Resolution, for an amendment 
of the Constitution, prescribing and defining 
the power Congress shall have over the 
subject of internal Improvements, and sub- 
jectag the same to such restrictions as 
ge effectualiy protect the sovereignty of 


correspendence with the British Government, 
in relation to the African Slave Trade, was 
taken up, and agreed to. 

Resolved, That the President be requested 
to communicate to this House copies of such 
portions of the correspondence between the 
United States and Great Britain, on the sub- 
ject of the Convention fur suppressing the 
Slave Trade, as have not heretofore been, 
and which can be, communicated without de- 
triment to the public interest. 

The House then took up the unfinished -bu- 
siness of Friday, which was the question rela- 
tive to the joint resolution proposed by Mr. 
Blair, to direct a survey of the waters of East 
Tennessee, witha view to the lecation of 
a National Armory. The resolution was 
refered to the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs. 

On Wednesday the following motion was 
made by Mr. Van Rensselaer, of New- 
York 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed 
en the part of this House, jointly, with a com- 
mittee to be appointed on the part of the Sen- 
ate, to inquire, and report if any, and what, 
measures are necessary to be adopted for the 
care and preservation of the Capitol Square, 
and the other public grounds within the City 
of Washington. 

On motion of Mr. M’Dufiie, it was 

Resolved, That a Select Committee be ap. 
pointed, with instructions toinquire into the 
practicability of making such alterations in 
this Halil as will render it more suitable for 
the purpose of a deliberative assembly. He 
was of opinion, that a horizontal glass curtain, 
extended over the caps of the pillars across 
the Hall, would materially improve its adapta- 
tion to the business of legislation. At present, 
the voice of a person speaking in the Hall 
was absolutely lost in the dome. 

On motion of Mr. Vinton, of Ohio, the 
House went into Committee of the Whole, 
Mr. M’Coy of Virginia, in the Chair, on the 
bill ** to authorize the Legislature of the State 
of Ohio to sell certain land heretofore appro- 
aon to the use of schools in that State.” 
he bill, after some amendment, was ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading to-mor- 
row. 
On Thursday, a bill was reported by Mr. 
Webster, from the Judiciary Committee, for 
altering the time of holding the sessions of the 
Supreme Court, (after the next,) from the first 
Monday of February to the second Monday 
of January annually; also, a bill further to 
amend the Judical system of the United States 
—which proposes to add three Associate 
Judges to the Supreme Court. These bills 
received their first and second readings, and 
will be called up early in January to be acted 
upon. 
The Annual Report of the First Comptrol- 
ler, of balances due from public officers and 
others, was received, and ordered to be 
printed. The Annual Report of the Secreta- 
ry of the Treasury was received, and an extra 
number of 6000 copies thereof ordered to be 
— for the use of the House. 

e engrossed bill making appropriati 
for the pay of the Revelutrons.y oaiae 
ers, and that authorizing the State of Ohio 
to sell her schoo! lands, were read a third 
time, passed, and sent to the Senate for con- 


On Friday the motion to discharge the com. 
mittee of claims from the consideration of Mr. 
Monroe’s claims, and to refer them to a select 
eommittee, occasioned a spirited debate—i}. 
motion was carried—ayes 106. 

Mr. M’Lane reported a bill to authorize 
the importation of a statue of General Ham. 
ilton, free of duty, which was twice read ang 
referred. 

A bill confirming certain claims to land 
a was also twice read and commit. 
ted. 

The Speaker laid before the House a com. 
munication from the Engineer departmey; 
relating to surveys and fortifications at and 
near Pensecola. ; 

Two resolutions on the table, one callipe 
on the Treasury Department for information 
relating to losses in the collection of the rey. 
enue, and another calling on the Presiden: 
for information relating to fortifications, ¢). 
ther erecting or intended to be erected, werp 
both, aiter some discussion, ordered to lie op 
thetable; aud the House adjourned to Tyos. 
day next. 

—_—— 


LATE AND IMPORTANT FRO 
BUENOS AYKES. 

Ry the ship Seine, Shephard, in 42 days 
from Buenos Ayres, (says the N. Y. A. 
merican of the 20th inst.) we have re. 
ceived papers of that place to the Sth 
Noy. containing the important intelligence 
of a complete victory gained by the Inde. 
pendents of the Banda Oriental, over the 
Brazilian troops, of which the particulars 
will be found in the despatch below. The 
consequence of this action has been, the 
entire evacuation of the eastern provin- 
ces, by the Brazilian forces, and the of. 
ficial re-union of that couniry with the 
republic of Buenos Ayres. The Brazil. 
lian Consul and agent, in consequence of 
insults offered to his government during 
the rejoicing of Buenos Ayres, for the 
success of the patriots, had demanded ani 
received his pasports, anu leftthe coun- 
try. Many details are given of militar 
movements between the Patriots and Bn- 
zilians ; and a report of the campagn 
against the Indians by the troops of the 
Republic ; but they are not of sufficient 
moment to be given at length. They im- 
part, generally, the success of the repub- 
lican forces against their civilized and un- 
civilized opponents. 

The Brazilian squadron continued in 
the Road, and committed daily acts of ag- 
gression—among others is noticed an in- 
suit to our own flag, in the forcible de- 
tention of the brigantine Henry, and the 
ill treatment of her commander, &c. 
The Buenos Ayres papers give ac- 
counts from Chik, which confirm the 
statement of a very rich mine of silver 
having been discovered near Coquimbo, 
which is said far to exceed in richness 
the famous veins of Potosi and Huana- 
hato. 


The London Courier of the 8th of No- 

vember remarks, that the first measure 
taken by the new Spanish ministry, was 
to demand the immediate evacuation of 
the kingdom by the French troops. If 
such is the fact, the French ministry will 
find themselves ina very embarrassing 
situation. The Paris Journal des Debate 
declares, that Spain has the privilege of 
inaking that demand by the terms of their 
treaty ; but, the editors enquire, with as 
much justice as solicitude, where can 
France look for the security of her debts ’ 
Perhaps a toriress might be retained ; 
but in that case the evacuation would not 
be complete ; and besides, ‘* will Europe, 
and especially England, have nothing to 
say to these arrangements ?”’? Other ver- 
y sage questions are also siarted by the 
editors, as what would be the fate of Spain, 
the government of which proves itself 
more incompetent to preserve order in 
those unhappy regions. 
The French ministry, it is apparent, 
must consider themselves in a most dis- 
tressing dilemma. ‘Their interference in 
the affairs of their neighbourhood has 
produced not one of the effects they pro- 
posed and promised ; but has involved 
the nation in a heavy and hupeless debt. 
The London Courier remarks, with re- 
gard to a prolonged occupation of Spain, 
that Mr. Canning expressed to the House 
of Commons his confidence in the good 
intentions of France ; which is nearly 
tantamount to a declaration that England 
will not permit it.—New- York Daily Ad- 
vertiser, 


By the annual Report of the Secretary 
of the Treasury, Mr. Rush, it appears 
that the financial concerns of the nation 
are in a very prosperous situation. The 
National Debt is fast diminishing.  re- 
sources increasing, and the Agricultural, 
Manufacturing, and Commercial inter- 
ests of the natien advancing with rapid 
strides. The revenue for 1825 is esti- 
mated to amount to $26,781 ,444,56-—The 
entire expenses of the nation for the same 
period are estimated at $23,443,979,91-- 
which, withthe balance in the Treasury 
on the 3st ‘Dec.) 1824, of $1,946, 597, 
13, will leave an estimated balance in the 
Treasury, on the ist of January 1826 of 
$5,284,061,78. The Secretary in this 
very able report, shows himself the fir® 
advocate of Domestic Manufactures, and 
internal improvement. The following 
clause will show in few words his vie" 


currence. 


of this important subject. 
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POETRY. 


From the Family Visitor. 
THE SMILE OF JESUS. 


Sweet is the face of Nature 
When flowers deck the vales ; 
When air is filled with fragrance, 

Wafted by vernal gales ; 
But Zephyrs vainly fan me, 

And flowers to groves invite ; 
Without the smile of Jesus, 

They give me no delight. 


Sweet are the shady bowers ; , 
The silent, still retreat, 

The sunshine after showers, 
And morning air are sweet : 

But vain are nature’s beauties, 
And lost her sweets to me; 

Dear Jesus! naught shall charm me, 
Without a smile from thee. 


Though chrystal streams meander, 
And fertilize the piain ; 

Though gentle Zephys wander, 
And waft each pleasing strain ; 
Though valleys, groves and flowers, 

Unite to charm my sight ; 
Without the smile of Jesus 
They cannot give deligat. 


Jesus, thy smile of mercy, 
Can make my spirit whole, 
And drive these clouds of darkness 
From my afflicted soul : 
Ob, pardon my transgressions 
And purify my heart; 
eak all my sins forgiven 
And bid my fears depart. 
For thee my spirits languish 
While all my joys are fled ; 
Oh smile away this angu’sh, 
And raise my drooping head. 
Theo saints shall hear my story, 
And share my happiness ; 
While thine shall be the glory, 
And mine the endless bliss. M. 


Ua Te 6 rt SO TES 
EDUCATION OF MINISTERS. 

The following mild and convincing remarks 
upon this subject, are from the Baptist Regis- 
ter, and are now submitted for the considera- 
tion and help of those minds which still en- 
tertain doubts on the subject of ministerial 
education. | 

And whereas there are some good hon- | 
est people who object to a Theological | 
Institution, for the benefit of indigent and | 
other young men in the ministry, and) 


; 


; 
? 
4 


; 
; 
> 


' 


} 
; 


plead that there is no divine warrant for) we read the Bible and Tracts to the fam- | 


it—that it is useless, &c., therefore, to| 
such I would remark, that, the ancient 
prophets as far hack as Samuel, had their | 
schools for young prophets. Our Lord) 
at an early period in his ministry called 
his apostles, and most of the time he 
abode on earth, he kept them with him, & 
instructed them: which was a farsaperior 
preparation to go forth intothe ministry, 
to any that can be obtained from man. 
And young Timothy served with Paul, as 
a con witha father, in the gospel. Phil. 
li. 22. 

And now I candidly ask, whether young 
preachers may not with propriety visit 
aged experienced ministers in order to 
obtain instruction, and stay a day, ora 
week ? May not several of them agree | 


to go together, and appoint when they ‘county town 10 miles west of the river. | 


will go again? What impropriety in ar- | 
ranging so as to have two or more expe- | 
rienced ministers present with them at, 


jinto the feelings of such a traveller. 
‘enjoy the Bible and Gospel, and fear God, | otver appendages, which we presentin lis 
ithe few facts here stated are sufficient to show own dress, thinking it a just representation, 
you, that your work of benevolence is but and applicable to Churches and Societies of 


| morning. 


ary at Dwight, and exhibits specimens of 
moral degradation, of which the people of the 
old settlements have but a faint idea. No 
person who never travelled in the new and 
thinly settled parts of the wilderness, or io 
the wilderness where no settlements are 
found, can enter into the feelings of a travel- 
ler hundreds of miles from home, benighted, 
and among strangers, incommoded and desti- 
tute. Let this traveller be a man of God, a 
herald of salvation, whose heart is ardently 
desirous to do good to souls, to win his fellow- 


of God every where abound.—Let this be the 
man, who, in his travels on an errand of mer- 
cy, finds himself among “ grown white peo- 


ple,” composing a party of what is called a} and temporal respectability, and happiness of 


Christian Nation, and yet “ never heard of a 
Saviour,” others who could not read, others, 
yea multitudes destitute of the Bible, and the 
whole population destitute, or nearly so, of 
the preaching of the Gospel; and far more 
intent upon cards and pleasures, than keeping 
the Lord’s day holy, and then, enter who can 
Ye who 


begun. Much, very much remains to be ac- 
complished by prayer, and labour, and liberal- 
ity before all the waste and solitary places are 
made glad, before ail the desert shall blossom 
as the rose ; and rejoice with joy and singing. 
The Sabbath after leaving S. was one 
of peculiar interest. A bad road and 
dark evening, had obliged us to stop oa 
Saturday might at a miserable log cabin ot 
one small room, occupied by 10 persors. 
The ladies found a bed, and I slept in the 
wagon. The room being crowded, and 
some being sick, we felt it our duty to 
ride four miles early on the Sabbath 
Then rode to a house afford. 
ing good accommodations. Here we 
found a man and his wife who had gained 
a large property, raised a family of chil 
dren, but could not read. As some of 
the young people were going to a meeting 
7 miles, I sent a sermon or two, and some 
Tracts to the mimster. During the day 


ily ; every member listened with the 
greatest attention. Sometimes a dozen 
were sitting around me, at once. to hear. 
The woman came to me at one time. and 
while wiping the falling tears from her 
eyes, requested me to read a Tract 
to her, part of which she had heard be- 
fore. 

The next day rode 20 miles over a 
zigzag path, in many places obstructed by 
trees fallen across it, and saw but two 
persons who had put up a few logs, and 
lived 10 miles from any neighbours. As 
we drew near the Mississippi river, we 
got completely mired inthe mud where 
the river had overflowed. 

Crossed the majestic Mississippi and 
entered Missouri. Patup at Jackson, a 
On leaving Hlinois £ should be glad to | 
give you some idea of the scarcity of 
books and the ignorance that prevails, 


i 2 iia ~ 
| no prayers of the ministers of Jesus—no 


| exbortation—no comtort from the minis- 
iters of Jesus. 
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I disposed of all the Bibles I could take 
with me ; and all your Tracts, as well as 
2,000 pages of others, were gone some 
time before the end of our journey, and 
our feelings when they were eagerly 
sought and we unable to supply, would 
have drawn the last cent from our pock- 
ets, could we have purchased them to 
, distribute. 


| Awriter in the Christian Observer, styling 
| himselfa Farmer, has laid- before the public 
} some very pertinent and forcible remarks, up- 


}men to Jesus, and to see piety and the service on the support of Public Worship. He enters 


}intoa summary detail of things connected 
with Public Worship, which things stand in 


| 


, towns and parishes.—Such as, first, the stated 
ministry of the Gospel, to enjoy which, a 
preacher should in justice be supported, and in 
connexion with his labours and influence are 
mentioned, the prospertty of the Public 
schools—genera} industry—sobriety-—intellec- 
tual improvement—propriety of speech—so- 


| cial libraries, &c. The writer then names 


| every denomination, whose doctrines are sus- 
| tained by the sanction of eternity. 

| There is another appendage to Pub- 
i lic Worship—the minister visits the sick : 
and another—he attends funerals—and 
yet another,—when there is a bell, it tolls 
the knell of the departed. 1 barely men 
tion these, as connected necessarily with 
Public Worship—and as not enjoyed in 
common cases, where there is not a stated 
miristry. 

Now, as these appendages cannot be had 
without the support of Public Worship ; 
of course, that large number in our State, 
wiio, by refusing to support Public Wor- 
ship, declare they care very little about 
their future salvation, must, to be consis- 
tent, declare they care very little about 
these appendages.— Public Worship is ne- 
cessary—absolutely necessary to a heal- 
thy state of public morals—yet by retusing 
to use the means, they show they have 
no very high value for the end— public 
morals. Public Woiship has a direct and 
powertul connexion in most of our towns, 
with the good order and prosperity of our 
Common Schovois, and with the very exis- 
tence of most of our Grammar Schools and 
Academies—yet these men, if we may 
judge of their feelings by therr conduct, 
for 


| 


a. 
|care not to promote these objects ; 


ithey neglect the means—and therefore | 


must be supposed toshght the end. Pub- 
lic Worship bas a necessary connexion 
with Pastoral visits to the sick, and coun- 
sel and consolation tothe dying—yet these 
men testity—if conduct can testify—that 
they do not wish the presence of a minis 

ter when a darling son, or a more beloved 
wife are struggling in the arms of death. 
And they testify too, that when they 
themselves lie, pale and trembling on the 
borders of the grave, that they wish for 


immediate connexion also with both the moral 


complish thie, the object of their preach- 
ing is lost. 

Without pretending to decide which of 
these is the better mode of preaching, I 
will venture to say it would be better if 
they were all united. The understand- 
ing must be convinced, before men can 
be made to believe—the passions must be 
excited, before they can be made to feel- 
and the conscience must be enlightened, 
betore they will see their guilt. Now all 
this is necessary, before areal and per- 
manent change can be effected in the 
moral characters, or the hearts of men. 
They must perceive their criminality, be 
aroused to a sense of danger—and be sat- 
ised that provision has been made for 
their safety, before they will exchange 
their present affections for those more 
holy, or renounce their present sinful 
pursuits for those more worthy. 

Why then pursue either of these par 
ticular modes of preaching, to the entire 
exclusion ofevery other? Why eternal 
ly throwing the arrows of the Almighty 
at any particula faculty ofthe poor de- 
sponding soul?) Why must she be borne 
down under the weight of arguments, 
brought to convince her of what she al- 
ready believes? Why keep her in con- 
stunt commotion, with trembling anxiety 
and miserable forebodings ? Why keep 
her forever writhing uuder the agonizing 
pain of self condemnation ? It is cruel— 
it is the worst of all human torture. Ht 
is creating misery, without providing a 
remedy, It is keeping the soul on the 
rack, without the hope of any alleviation. 
Rather bring ail your artillery to bear 
upon her at once, and compel ber to bow 
in submission: and then grant her the 
privileges of a loyal subject of your mas- 
ter, the Prince of Peace. 

But | have spied out, (at some of our 
evening lectures,) a different kind of 
preaching from either of these. I know 
not what to cali it, er how to describe if, 
only by its effects. 
imagine from the appearance of the andi 
ence, that tt was the commencement of} 
some great €ffort to accomplish something, | 
but no one knows what. Presently it de- | 
generates into a moral description of some 
common scene in life—more frequently | 
the closing scene—or perhaps the liquid | 
flames and rolling billows below. Soon | 
the more enlightened begin to hang their 
heads, and the less informed to weep. All 
heads are down Some are ashamed to 
look the speaker in the face, and others 
wish to give vent to their feelings. When 
he has finished, all retire—he, satistied 
with having moved the natural feelings, 
and sympathies of a large proportion of 
his hearers--they, sounding his praise 
wherever they go—while a few pity him 
for his weakhess, and them for their ig 
norance. All. however, are unable to 
tell what was the object of his preaching. 
Ask one of the hearers, and he will ex- 
claim, *O it was elegant,” or perhaps 
‘*superb.”” Ask the preacher, himself, | 
and he is at loss. The factis, he had no- 
object. His sermon was only a heteroge- | 
neous mass of incoherent sentences awk- 
ardly thrown together, just to excite the 


the same time ? What harm if they should | and the manner in which we disposed of 


And finally, since Public ‘ 
: sympathy and fears of such as never read 


ding. One principal Chief and some 
subordinate ones, however, attended, 
Among those who remained at home 
different opinions were expressed res. 
pectiug the probability of those, who 
attended, selling their country, contra. 
ry to the wish of a large majority of their 
tribe. 

When they understood that a grea 
portion of their country was actually ce. 
ded to the United States, they were greay. 
ly distressed, and many of them repaired 
to him, whom they deemed the proper 
officer of the United States, to complain 
oi the unfairness of the sale, and ii dis. 
tressing consequences as respected them 
and to endeavour to recover their coup. 
try again. ‘They conversed with him al. 
nest a whole day. Sometimes he was 
angry, and sometimes they were. He 
held up before them a large paper, and 
said, ‘‘there is the bargain, and the 
names of such and such Chiefs, who 
have signed their marks.” 8ut they 
could not read the paper, and certainly 
know, that it was, or was not as he 
said. 

When they found every other plea un. 
availing,a Chief arose, and appeared as 
ithe representative of the women ; and 
in bebatf of them spoke to the following 
effect :— 

‘* Withont us you could not be happy 
—without us the world of men could aot 
exist ; the earth would be without peo- 
ple. You, who are now men and Chiefs, 
were once infants at the breast. You 
i passed from childhood, to boyhood, and 
to manhood. You are become strong, but 
}you are indebted to your mothers for 
| your strength. 

“Since then the men are so dependent 
|on the women, we think we ought some- 
| times to speak and to be heard ~~ Look on 
| us and see our poverty & w etchedness, 
| see our infants in our arms, our children 
around us from the size of these up to 


At first, you would! that of men and women. Now we intreat 


you for the sake of us, and of these, to 
remember what you have been your- 
selves, to take pity, and let us live where 
weare. Do not increase our mise ies by 
depriving us of our country. Here we 
have a /ittle—drive us away, and we must 
die!” The person to whom they were 
speaking, said these remarks were just, 
but he could not remedy the evils. 

The foregoing is the Chief’s story, 
whether it be true or not, it shows, so far, 
the grounds of their complaints, and their 
capacity to complain and to plead, could 
they be heard. Give the Aborigines of 
our country, a home undisturbed by the 
whites, and the reformation of the former 
will be certain. 

At this place the approach of the white 
settlers is increasing some of our difficul- 
ties, yet no material change in our affairs 
has lately been produced. At Thomas, 
among the Ottawas, matters are improv- 
ing. 

Respectfully yours, 
ISAAC M’COY. 


From the Columbian Star. 


BAPTIST GENERAL TRACT SO- 
CIETY. 


agree to meet statedly in this manner for 
such purposes? And why not fix on 
some place, where many may have the 


same benefit ? 
The writer oftheee remarks never had 


ie , | Worship is 
ly large number of Bibles and Tracts ; | orship is usually connected with the 


i bnt the limits of one sheet will not per- | Hage ss “e a th, wy oo 
'mit, and the above incidents must serve | ; the ine ard - t that tne ve ; 3 re 
{ e . ° ° se 'e > > : ; ane . . 

as specimens of the situation of thousands | ° “08 Gecencies at their burial, witcn 


; , hare cc in Christian lands. Can: 
‘in that natural and moral wilderness. [| 77° COMMON In ¢ hristian lands. Can any 
| thing else be inferred from their conduct, 


or think. 

You are doubtless prepared to hear an 
unqualified disapprobation of this kind of 
preaching. It will never enlighten any 
audience with a knowledge of themselves, 


The Agent has the pleasure to acknow- 
ledge the sum of ten dollars, subscribed 
by the ladies in the neighborhood of Jones- 
boro, Alabama, constituting Rev. Moses 
Holcomb a life member, and ten dollars 
It will nev- 


any of these advantages, though he great: | 
ly needed them, and longed for them ; | 
and wrecked his constitution for want of | 
them, by being pressed with a senze of 
his ignorance, and pursuing hard studies | 
without proper assistance. And after ail, | 
he must live and die with very limited 
information, and as limited usefulness. 
But one thing he thinks he cam honestly 
say, viz : the Lord has made him willing 
and desirous to see a host of young men 
ascend the public stage, who are much 
better informed, who have much more 
grace, and far more useful, and of 
course more thought of than he has ever 
been. And he would seriously doubt 
whether he had much if any grace, if his 
feelings were different. 1 think it will 
not be amiss to remark here, that if any 
young minister feels no need of the as- 
sistance of hie fathers in the gospel, 
¥ would consider the following passage 
of scripture appropriate to this case, 
** Seest thou a map wise in his own 
conceit? there is wore hope of a fool 
than of him.” 

Yet after all, I would be the last to in- 
culcate confidence in an arm of flesh. 
The best of men are but instruments ; 
God is the great Agent. Yet as he em- 
ploysa great system of means to effect 
his purposes, | see no cause to reject 
them. The first rate qualifications for a 
gospel minister, are the triumphant ex- 
ercise of all the graces in the heart ; the 
soul glowing with love to God, to the 
church, and to souls generally ; lively 
zeal, and arduous labour to promote the 
kingdom of Christ in the world ; togeth- 
er with much prayer, bumble dependance 
on God, christian meekness and self 
denial. These are the grand qualifica- 
tions for a gospel minister. All others | 
are but handmaids, while these are the 
mistress : yet the handmaid is much’ 
needed. : 


The following interesting extracts from the 
Connecticut Observer, are parts of a letter 
written by Dr. Leonard L. Weed, a Mission- | 


' 
! 


| we encamped out, and experienced the 


jand they shall dwell safely in the wil. 


could even tell of grown persons who 
had never heard of a Saviour. 

Spent another Sabbath withont visiting 
asanctuary, for there are nene in these | 
dark regions, though inhabitants enough | 
to fill one if they could be invited to hear | 
some new thing. But their destitution of 


religious ordinances and ignorance of the | 
Bible will account in some measure for | 
their stupidity. 

After riding 6 miles we came toa log! 
cabin and found a man who was lame, | 
with a wife andtwochildren. On inquir 
ing, as usual, if they had a Bible, was an- 
swered in the negative, Learned the 
man was a professor, and could read. |) 
rejoiced to preseat hima Bible. He ap 
peared truly thankful. 

We daily find families destitute of the 
Bible, andsome unable to read ; where 
they can read, we leave one. 

This detention obliged us to witness 
the disregard paid the Sabbath. The 
landlord where we put up made his ar- 
rangements for commencing a surveying 
tour on that holy morning, and the color- 
ed women were made to do the washing 
of the family. This was in Arkansaw 
Territory : and there the Bible is but 
seldom read, the Saviour despised, and 
children grow up untanght. 

Rode to Davidsonville, a connty town 
with a brick Court house. Put up at a 
public house in Batesville, where we saw 
a card party engaged in play, and heard 
the ball on the billiard table before we 


in refusing to support Public Worship, 
than that, so far as respects the particu- 
lars [have noticed, they preter to live 
like heathen—to mourn over sick and de- 
parting friends, like heathen—to sickea 
dike heathen—and to be buried like ‘the 
brutes that perish?” Will it be said that 
they do not wish any of these things ? 
That they wish public morals to be heal- 
thy and vigorous; schools to be flourish- 
iog—Pastors to attend at the bed side ofa 
sick son or wife—to pray with them in 
their affliction—and to commend them to 
God in the bour of dissolution—and neigh- 
bours and friends to carry them out to 
their long home, with the usual ceremo- 
nies of respect and affection? Then, if 
they do wish it, at whose expense do they 
wish it? At the expense of many who 
are far less able to bear it, than they are? 
Is this liberal? Is this just? Yet illib- 
eral, and unjust as it is, | bad rather aid 
in doing it for others, than thus to live, 
thus to die—and thus to be buried,— 
while afier my death, the living should 
say of me—* He was unwilling to bear his 
proportion of expense, for the support of 
institutions which gave to society good 
morals—and good education—and to in- 
dividuals comfort in affliction—solace in 
the hour of dissolution—a decent burial, 
and hope beyond the grave.’ ”’ 
A FARMER. 
a 
From the Southern Intelligencer. 


PREACHING. 


were seated. Here I exchanged a Bible 
for some crackers ; the merchant said it | 
would not sell there without a pack of 
cards attached to it, and then in order to 
et the cards the purchaser would pay 
or the Bible. Forded White river. 
Slept in our wagon 20 miles froin a house. 
On coming to Red river, found three 
houses and putup. The two next nights 


the fulfilment of the promise, that ‘ the 
evil beasts shall cease out of the land ; 


The ultimate design of preaching is, to 
reform the hearts of men. And the way 
in which this is most effectually accom- 
plished, is the best kind of preaching. 
There are various kinds of preaching 
among those who believe, and teach the 
principal doctrines of the Gospel. Some 
direct their forces at the understanding— 
some aim at the passions—and others 
bear down for the conscience. All, how- 
ever, are insearch of an avenue to the 
heart. This is what they wish to affect, 


derness, and sleep in the woods.” 


and change. And unless they can ac- 


of the Gospel, or of Heaven. 
er have any permanent and beneficial ef: 
fects upon the minds or hearts of men. 
And Tam sure, it can have no happy ef 
fect on the preacher—it is a perversion 
of his faculties, bis talents, and his office. 
If a man attempts to preach, when he 
has nothing to say, he is unpardonable— 
if he has not some definite object in 
preaching, he had much better be in his 
study. This object should be distinctly 
understood by himself, before he com- 
mences ; and by his audience, before he 
closes. Otherwise, he is spending his 


breath, and their time for nothing. 
—>—— 


INDIAN WRONGS. 


Copy of a letter from Rev. Isaac M’Coy, 
to afriend in this city, dated 
Carey, 100 miles N. W. of Fort 
Wayne, Ind. Sept. 21, 1825. 


Dear Friexp,—No circumstance has 
proved so destructive to the Indians as 
the ceding of their lands to the United 

States without suitable prevision for the 
future. We do not deem it improper for 
the hunter to give place to the farmer. 

We blame only the policy which leaves 
out of sight the interests of the Indians, 
Few of the natives are so ignorant as not 
to understand this fruitful source of 
evils, or so insensible as not to feel the 
injury. 

On a late tour, I made a visit to an In- 
dian Chief about 100 miles from this, and 
spent the night with him. Among the 
numerous topics of our conversation, he 
introduced that of the ceding of their 
lands to the United States ; and notwith-. 
standing I assured him that that was a 
subject with which I could not meddle, 
yet he desired me to listen to the follow. 
ing story. 

Speaking of a certain treaty, mention 

ing time, place, and persons, he said the 
Chiefs and warriors of their tribe were 
called to a council with the whites. Sup- 
posing the object to be the purchasing of 
their lands, many at them declined atten- 


' 
‘ 


from the Rev. Spencer H. Cone, of New- 
York City, for his life membership. 

An edition of 8000 copies have been 
printed from stereotype plates, of the fol- 
lowing tracts : 


No. 6. The Pensioner, 

No 20. The Practical uses of Baptism, 

No. 22, Memoir of Krishna-Pal, 

No. 24. Efficacy of the Scriptures, 

No. 25. The Infidel Convicted by a 
Child, : 

No. 26. Terms of Communion, 
which have been shipped to the Rich- 
mond Depository, J. C. Crane, Agent. 

Norfolk Depository, Va. Rev. Noah 
Davis, Agent. 

New York Depository, Rev. C. G. 
Sommers, Agent. 

Hudson Depository, N. Y., Rev. How- 
ard Malcom, Agent. 

Philadelphia, Pa. Mr. James W. Simes, 
Agent. 

Charleston, S. C. Mr. William Riley, 
Agent. 

Columbia, S. C. Rev. C. C. Mallory, 
Agent. 

Savannah, Ga. Mr. William Cooper, 
Agent. 

Augusta, Ga. Mr. Edward Campfield, 


Agent. 


Marietta, Ohio, Mr. Ephraim Emerson, 
Agent. 

Cincinnati, Ohio, Care of Deac. Joho 
Smith. 

Nashville, Tennesse, Moses Norvall, 
Agent. 

As those for the Southern Depositories 
have been sent, via New-York, and those 
for the west, via Wheeling, Va. some <e- 
lay must necessarily take place in reach- 
ing their destination. 

Any vumber of either of the above 
tracts, may be had by applying to the 
Agent. 

The subscribers in the city are re- 
quested to call to the house of the Agent, 
for their tracts. 


PENSIONERS’ BLANHS 


FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICE, 


a 


